GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS

raids on Narbonne and Carcassonne. He was followed by the
Emir al-Hakim in A.D. 796. He was then but twenty-two and, like
his predecessor, he was faced with a series of troublesome rebellions.
They were put down by characteristic cruelty and ruthlessness.
Another Abdulrahman succeeded him in 822 and a third in 912.
He also attained the Emirate at the age of twenty-two. Governing
largely through a standing army of hired levies, he died self-styled
** the Caliph of Baghdad ". A book-lover, the scholarly Emir
al-Hakim the second, succeeded the soldier-Emirs and under him
Cordova was brought to its highest pitch of civilisation. This state
did not long survive his death in A.D. 976.

An assessment of the extent of Moslem influence on Iberian
peoples and on the Portuguese in particular can be formed, perhaps,
by the degree to which Arabic passed into the Portuguese language.
The number of words of proved Arabic origin varies according to
experts from 400 to as many as 1,000, and they relate to all manner
of  subjects :  to  housing,  furniture,  clothes,  trade,  agriculture,
plant-life, weights and measures of course, food, drink and music.
There is in addition the same Arabic scientific vocabulary that is to
be found in many other European tongues.    There was little or no
philosophic intercourse between the Moslems and the Christians,
but one interesting sign of the overlapping of civilisations was the
very frequent combination of Moslem and Gothic family names.
The made-Arabs, the Mozarabs, enjoyed freedom of religion in
Cordova and they were able to keep intact their schools and
institutions ;  they embraced the beauty and rich fertility of the
Arabic language with such enthusiasm that one contemporary'
historian was driven to exclaim :   " Speak to them of Christian
books and they will answer scornfully that such works are unworthy
of attention.   Supreme grief !   The Christians have even forgotten
their language and you will hardly find one in a thousand who can
write a reasonable Latin letter to a friend.   But if you want to
write in Arabic you wiH find a number who can express themselves
in the language with every elegance and even compose verse more
artistic than that of the Arabs themselves".   This was probably the
expression of extreme partisanship as, in fact, only the culture of
Rome seems to have left a lasting impression on the peoples of the

Tie Emirate of Cordova threw up one great soldier, a Moslem
trots with the Ltisitanian Viriatus and die Roman Sertorius.